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to varying circumstances do not confuse us or divert
the attention.

It is not, indeed, possible for us to gain any direct
knowledge of the social condition of pre-historic
man. Our earliest records carry us back a few
thousand years only, and these exhibit man at a
considerably advanced stage of progress. We do
not know how long he has been upon the earth;
but we have sufficient reasons for the belief that he
has been here for a period measured by millions of
years. What progress may have been made during
that period prior to any time of which we have any
knowledge, we can not know with certainty.

There are, however, numerous tribes of men now
living who are nearly destitute of arts and industry,
who do not cultivate the earth, who subsist wholly
upon its wild products, who have only the simplest
implements and dress, rudely fashioned from wood,
stone, and the skins of beasts, and archaeology
brings to our knowledge the existence of implements
of similar character which must have belonged to
men living in geologic periods long anterior to our
own. We know, moreover, that the ancestors in
historic times of the civilised races now upon the
earth used similar implements for presumably similar
purposes. We are safe, therefore, in the conclusion
that the social conditions open to our observation
of barbaric man are really those, or resemble those,
of .primitive or pre-historic man.

The tribes of men lowest in the scale of civilisa-
tion of which we have any knowledge are those
which subsist upon the wild fruits or products of